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September 11 is the most important and unprecedented day in the long bloody
history of terrorism. No other attack used passenger planes as bombs, produced such
staggering casualty figures, created such enormous universal outrage, and galvanized
such a wide international response, one which may reshape the character of the
international world. But even this act of terror should be studied in the context of the
history of terrorism, a history known to only a few specialists. That history demonstrates

how deeply implanted terrorism has become in modern culture during the last two

centuries, and suggests how and why its face changes.

as the indispensable tool to establish a democratic order. When Robespierre proclaimed
either “virtue or the terror”, he meant that “true” democratic dispositions required this

new instrument of government.
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